
150th Birth Anniversary of  
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupad’

Born on 6th Februrary 1874 in Puri, as the seventh child of Sri Kedarnath 
Dutta and Bhagwati Devi, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupad 
was provided many name. His given name was Bimala Prasad, which was 
conferred upon him at time of his birth in 1874 by his father Sri Kedarnath Dutta, 
who later came to be known as Srila Bhakti-Vinode Thakur. During his lifetime, 
he often used to sign as ‘Siddhanta Saraswati’. As mentioned in one Sanskrit 
book, he is also referred as ‘Sri Varshabhanavi-Dayita-Das’. Gaudiya Vaishnava 
Sampradaya recognizes him as Srila Prabhupad to this date. 

He started his formal education at an English school at Ranaghat, in the 
district of Nadia, present day West Bengal. From his very childhood days, his 
spiritual inclination was remarkable. At the age of nine he memorized seven 
hundred verses of the Bhagavad Gita in Sanskrit. From his early childhood, Bimala 
Prasad demonstrated a sense of strict moral behaviour, a sharp intelligence, and 
an eidetic memory.

In early 1880, he was initiated by his father into Harinama-japa, a 
traditional Gaudiya Vaishnava practice of meditation based on the soft recitation 
of the Hare Krishna mantra on Tulsi beads. In the year 1887, he joined Calcutta 
Metropolitan Institution (Vidyasagar College) and received modern education 
to compete with others. While studying the compulsory subjects, he also 
pursued sanskrit, mathematics and jyotisha (traditional Indian astronomy). 
His proficiency in these subjects was soon recognized by his tutors and he was 
awarded the honorary title “Siddhanta Saraswati”, which he adopted as his 
pen name from then on. Thereafter, he entered Sanskrit College, one of  finest 
institutions in Calcutta where he added Indian philosophy and ancient history 
to his study list.

In January, 1901, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami accepted Gour 
Kishore Das Babaji, as his spiritual master and received a new name Varsha 
Bhanavi-devi-Daita Dasa. After passing away of his father and his Guru to 
the spiritual world, Bimala Prasad accepted Sanyas and started to be known 
as Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Goswami. Thereafter, he went on a pilgrimage of 
India’s holy places.

In India, the spiritual life of the people was plagued by the prevalent ugly 
religious practices and dogma. Srila Prabhupad was the first spiritual reformer 
who revived the tenet of Vaishnavism, the religion of humanity and universal 
brother hood, as propounded by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He spearheaded 
one of the most powerful reformist movements of the 20th century through 
establishment of Gaudiya Math in 1918. This movement paralleled the efforts 
of Swami Vivekananda establishing Ramkrishna Mission. Srila Prabhupad’s 
movement presently extents throughout the World.

Srila Prabhupad was a preacher and preserver of “the world Hare Krishna 
movement. Today this movement is praised throughout the world for rich Indian 
culture. He also spread the doctrines of universal brotherhood and peace. In the present 
violence ridden world, Srila Prabhupad’s profound preaching of Vaishnavism 
is the epitome of non-violence. In a world filled with conflict, intolerance, and 
violence, his teachings offer a new perspective on the importance of non-violence 
and compassion. The principles of Vaishnavism, emphasizing devotion to Lord 
Krishna and universal brotherhood, provide a foundation for fostering peace and 
understanding among all living beings.

To propagate the teachings of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, he published 
spiritual magazines and daily newspaper, like Sajjan Toshini/ Harmonist, 
Gaudiya, Dainik Nadia Prakash in Bengali, Bhagbat in Hindi, Kirtan in Asamese 
and Paramarthi in Odiya. He also established number of printing press in 
different places to facilitate printing of these publications and other Vaishnava 
texts.

He sent preaching envoys to London and other countries in Europe. To set 
the tune, in the year 1933, Shri Krishna Chaitanya, a voluminous English language 
book, portraying Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu as the protagonist of Bhakti, was 
released for distribution targeting the western elites. Srila Prabhupad organized 
several Bhagavat Exhibitions, together with Agricultural and Industrial fete at 
different places in India depicting local theme to educate people. 

In the year 1935, Para Vidya Peeth, conveying the best and the highest 
form of all education – the education of self-realization along with ‘Love for 
All’ at the cost of egoistic attitudes, following in the foot-steps of Sri Krishna 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, was establish at Gaudiya Mission Bagbazar. He also 
established several other Education and Research Institutions including, Thakur 
Bhakti Vinode Institute, a residential public High School and Thakur Bhakti 
Vinode Research Institute” for encouraging research and advanced studies in 
the teachings of Srila Thakur Bhakti Vinode and Gaudiya Vaishnav literature in 
general.

Srila Prabhupad vehemently opposed customary Hindu cast restrictions 
on social background as religious eligibility and the exclusive right of the cast 
Brahmins to interpret religious texts and advocated the view that Vishnu Temples 
should be opened for everyone. He brought about a social transformation by 
removing all sectarian divides including traditional Varnashrama concept, 
orthodox religious practices, superstitions and dogma prevalent in the spiritual 
life of the people in India.

Srila Prabhupada was a great thinker and his literary skills were 
remarkable. He influenced a group of well-educated adherents with missionary 
zeal, who joined him to carry forward his movement, particularly in India and 
as well as the western world. Great freedom fighters like Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, Tripuradhis Maharaja Manikya Bahadur , 
Sri Madan Mohan Malviya and Raja Gopalachari were influenced by his social 
and spiritual work and believed that spiritual inspiration to the youth was vital 
for the independence of India.

On 1st January 1937 Srila Bhaktisidhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupad 
departed from this mundane world leaving his legacy of right way of devotional 
practices based on the ancient vedic scriptures.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative Postage Stamp 
on 150th Birth Anniversary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Prabhupad and 
salutes his immense contribution in the spiritual upliftment of millions in India 
and abroad. 
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SSRRIILLAA  BBHHAAKKTTIISSIIDDDDHHAANNTTAA  SSAARRAASSWWAATTII  PPRRAABBHHUUPPAADD

JJhhyy  HHkkffääffll))kkaarr  lljjLLoorrhh  ççHHkkqqiikknn

150th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
1874-2024oha tUe o"kZxkaB



Jhy Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh çHkqikn  
dh 150oha tUe o"kZxkaB

Jhy Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh xksLokeh çHkqikn dk tUe 6 Qjojh] 1874 dks iqjh esa Jh 
dsnkjukFk nÙk vkSj Hkxorh nsoh ds ?kj gqvkA os vius ekrk&firk dh lkroha larku FksA 
os fofHkUu ukeksa ls tkus tkrs gSaA mudk cpiu dk uke foeyk çlkn Fkk] tks 1874 esa 
muds tUe ds le; muds firk Jh dsnkjukFk nÙk }kjk fn;k x;k FkkA ckn esa os Jhy 
Hkfä&fouksn Bkdqj ds uke ls tkus x,A Jhy Hkfäfl)karth çk;% ^fl)kar ljLorh^ ds 
uke ls gLrk{kj djrs FksA laL—r dh ,d iqLrd esa mUgsa ^Jh o"kkZ Hkkuoh&nSrk&nkl^ dh 
laKk nh xbZA xkSM+h; oS".ko laçnk; esa vkt Hkh os Jhy çHkqikn ds uke ls tkus tkrs gSaA 

Jhy çHkqikn us viuh vkSipkfjd f'k{kk orZeku if'pe caxky ds ukfn;k ftys ds 
jk.kk?kkV ds ,d vaxzsth Ldwy esa vkjaHk dhA cpiu ls gh muesa v/;kRe ds çfr xgjh 
#fp FkhA ukS lky dh vk;q esa gh mUgksaus laL—r esa Hkxon xhrk ds lkr lkS 'yksd 
daBLFk dj fy, FksA foeyk çlkn cpiu ls gh dM+s uSfrd vkpkj] dq'kkxz cqf)eÙkk vkSj 
foy{k.k Lej.k 'kfä ds /kuh FksA

1880 dh 'kq#vkr esa] muds firk us mUgsa gfjuke&ti dh nh{kk nhA ;g ,d 
ikjaifjd /;ku vk/kkfjr xkSM+h; oS".ko çFkk gS] ftlesa rqylh dh ekyk ij ^gjs —".k* 
ea= dk e/kqj tki fd;k tkrk gSA 1887 esa] mUgksaus dydÙkk esVªksi‚fyVu baLVhVîw'ku 
¼fo|klkxj d‚yst½ esa ços'k fy;k vkSj vk/kqfud f'k{kk xzg.k dhA vfuok;Z fo"k;ksa dk 
v/;;u djus ds lkFk&lkFk mUgksaus laL—r] xf.kr vkSj T;ksfr"k 'kkL= ¼ikjaifjd Hkkjrh; 
[kxksy foKku½ dk Hkh v/;;u fd;kA foeyk çlkn ds f'k{kdksa us bu fo"k;ksa esa mudh 
n{krk dks tYn gh igpku fy;k vkSj mUgsa ^^fl)kar ljLorh^^ dh ekun mikf/k ls 
lEekfur fd;kA rRi'pkr mUgksaus bls vius miuke ds :i esa /kkj.k dj fy;kA blds 
ckn] Jhy Hkfäfl)karth us dydÙkk dh csgrjhu laLFkkuksa esa ls ,d] ^laL—r d‚yst* 
esa ços'k fy;k] tgk¡ mUgksaus Hkkjrh; n'kZu'kkL= vkSj çkphu bfrgkl dk v/;;u fd;kA

tuojh] 1901 esa] Jhy Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh xksLokeh us xkSjfd'kksj nkl ckckth 
dks viuk vk/;kfRed xq# eku fy;k] ftUgksaus mUgsa ^Jh o"kkZ Hkkuoh&nSrk&nkl^ dk uke 
fn;kA muds firk vkSj xq: dh e`R;q ds ckn foeyk çlkn us laU;kl /kkj.k dj fy;k 
vkSj Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh xksLokeh ds uke ls igpkus tkus yxs gSA rRi'pkr~ os Hkkjr 
ds ifo= rhFkZ LFkkuksa dh ;k=k ij fudy iM+sA

Hkkjr esa yksxksa dk vk/;kfRed thou fo—r /kkfeZd çFkkvksa vkSj :f<+;ksa ls xzLr 
FkkA Jhy çHkqikn ,sls igys vk/;kfRed lq/kkjd Fks] ftUgksaus Jh pSrU; egkçHkq }kjk 
çfrikfnr oS".kookn ds fl)kar vFkkZr ekuorkoknh /keZ vkSj fo'o ca/kqRo dks iqulZ~Fkkfir 
fd;kA o"kZ 1918 esa xkSM+h; eB dh LFkkiuk ds lkFk Jhy çHkqikn us 20oha lnh ds ,d 
lcls cM+s ekus tkus okys lq/kkjoknh vkanksyuksa esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA ;g vkanksyu 
jke—".k fe'ku dh LFkkiuk djus okys Lokeh foosdkuan ds ç;klksa ds leku FkkA Jhy 
çHkqikn ds bl vkanksyu dk foLrkj] orZeku esa iwjs fo'o esa gSA

Jhy çHkqikn ^^oSf'od gjs —".k vkanksyu^^ ds çpkjd vkSj laj{kd FksA le`) Hkkjrh; 
laL—fr ds lanHkZ esa bl vkanksyu dh vkt fo'oHkj esa ç'kalk dh tkrh gSA mUgksaus fo'o ca/kqRo 
vkSj 'kkafr ds fl)karksa dk Hkh çpkj&çlkj fd;kA orZeku ds fgalkxzLr fo'o esa] Jhy çHkqikn 
ds oS".ko /keZ ds xw<+ mins'k] vfgalk dk lk{kkr mnkgj.k gSaA ;q) vlfg".kqrk vkSj fgalk 
ls xzLr vkt dh nqfu;k esa] Jhy çHkqikn dh f'k{kk,¡ vfgalk vkSj d#.kk ds egRo dks 
ysdj ,d u;k –f"Vdks.k çnku djrh gSaA oS".kookn ds fl)kar] Hkxoku —".k ds çfr 
leiZ.k vkSj fo'oca/kqRo ij cy nsrs gq,] lHkh çkf.k;ksa ds chp ikjLifjd 'kkafr vkSj le> 
c<+kus dk vk/kkj çnku djrs gSaA 

Jh pSrU; egkçHkq dh f'k{kkvksa dk çpkj&çlkj djus ds fy,] Jhy çHkqikn us 
caxkyh esa lTtu rksf"k.kh@gkjeksfuLV] xkSM+h;] nSfud ukfn;k çdk'k] fganh esa Hkkxor] 
vlfe;k esa dhrZu vkSj mfM+;k esa ijekFkhZ tSlh vk/;kfRed if=dk,a vkSj nSfud lekpkj 
i= çdkf'kr fd,A mUgksaus bu i=&if=dkvksa o vU; oS".ko xzaFkksa ds eqæ.k ds fy, 
fofHkUu LFkkuksa ij dbZ eqæ.kky; Hkh LFkkfir fd,A

Jhy çHkqikn us mins'k nsus ds ç;kstu ls yanu vkSj ;wjksi ds vU; ns'kksa esa vius 
çfrfuf/k;ksa dks Hkh HkstkA o"kZ 1933 esa] if'peh vfHktkr oxZ dks /;ku esa j[krs gq,] Jh 
—".k pSrU; uke ls vaxzsth Hkk"kk esa ,d fo'kky xzaFk çdkf'kr dj forfjr fd;k x;k] 
ftlesa Jh pSrU; egkçHkq dks Hkfä ds uk;d ds :i esa n'kkZ;k x;k FkkA Jhy çHkqikn us 
vusd Hkkxor çn'kZfu;ksa dk vk;kstu fd;kA yksxksa dks f'kf{kr djus ds mís'; ls Hkkjr 
ds fofHkUu LFkkuksa esa vk;ksftr ;s çn'kZfu;ka —f"k vkSj vkS|ksfxd mRloksa ds lkFk&lkFk 
LFkkuh; Fkhe ij vk/kkfjr gksrh FkhA 

o"kZ 1935 esa] Jhy çHkqikn us Jh —".k pSrU; egkçHkq ds infpUgksa ij pyrs gq, 
xkSM+h; fe'ku ckxcktkj esa ikjk fo|k ihB dh LFkkiuk dhA bl fo|kihB esa vius vge 
ds Hkko dks lekIr djrs gq, lHkh çse Hkko cukus dh loksZifj f'k{kk çnku dh tkrh gSA 
Jhy çHkqikn us Jhy Bkdqj Hkfä fouksn dh f'k{kkvksa ds lkFk&lkFk xkSM+h; fo".kq lkfgR; 
esa 'kks/k vkSj mPp f'k{kk dks çksRlkfgr djus ds fy, Bkdqj Hkfä fouksn laLFkk uked ,d 
vkoklh; lkoZtfud gkbZ Ldwy vkSj Bkdqj Hkfä fouksn vuqla/kku laLFkku lfgr dbZ 
vU; f'k{k.k vkSj vuqla/kku laLFkkuksa dh Hkh LFkkiuk dhA

Jhy çHkqikn us /kkfeZd ik=rk gsrq tkfr laca/kh :f<+xr ijaijkvksa dk iqjtksj fojks/k 
fd;k] ftuds varxZr /kkfeZd xzaFkksa dh O;k[;k djus dk vf/kdkj dsoy czkge.kksa dks fn;k 
x;k gSA mUgksaus ;g Hkh dgk fd fo".kq eafnjksa ds }kj] lekt ds lHkh oxksaZ ds yksxksa ds 
fy, [kqys gksus pkfg,A os Hkkjr ds yksxksa ds vk/;kfRed thou esa O;kIr o.kkZJe vo/kkj.kk] 
:f<+oknh /kkfeZd çFkkvksa] va/kfo'oklksa vkSj :f<+;ksa lfgr lHkh lkaçnkf;d vyxkoksa dks 
lekIr dj lekt esa cM+k ifjorZu yk,A 

Jhy çHkqikn ,d egku fopkjd vkSj foy{k.k lkfgfR;d çfrHkk ds /kuh FksA mUgksaus 
vius dqNsd lqf'kf{kr vuq;kf;;ksa ds ,d lewg dks çsfjr dj muesa fe'kujh mRlkg 
dk lapkj fd;k] rkfd ns'k&fons'k esa muds vfHk;ku dks vkxs c<+k;k tk ldsA usrkth 
lqHkk"k paæ cksl] M‚- ';kek çlkn eq[kthZ] f=iqjk/kh'k egkjktk ekf.kD; cgknqj] Jh enu 
eksgu ekyoh; vkSj jkt xksikykpkjh tSls egku Lora=rk lsukuh muds lkekftd vkSj 
vk/;kfRed dk;ksaZ ls çHkkfor Fks vkSj ekurs Fks fd Hkkjr dh Lora=rk ds fy, ;qok ih<+h 
dks vk/;kfRed :i ls çsfjr djuk vko';d gSA

1 tuojh 1937 dks Jhy Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh xksLokeh çHkqikn us bl u'oj 
lalkj dk R;kx dj fn;kA os] vius ihNs çkphu oSfnd xzaFkksa ij vk/kkfjr Hkfä çFkkvksa 
dh ,d le`) fojklr NksM+ x, gSaA

Mkd foHkkx] Jhy Hkfäfl)kar ljLorh çHkqikn dh 150oha tUe o"kZxkaB ij Lekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj ns'k&fons'k esa yk[kksa yksxksa 
ds vk/;kfRed mRFkku esa muds vlhe ;ksxnku dks ueu djrk gSA 
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